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A nurse at a feeding station in Dzhambul, Kazakhstan, gives parents a month's food supply
for the children, as Southern Baptist workers Brian Grim (c) and David Bishop (/) help. A
"collective" farm the government closed, the village cannot offer its young people jobs. Still
the population grows because other towns in the famine-stricken region cannot offer
workers any hope either.

Perestroika
'Kazakh-style’

by Michael Chute, photos by Don Rutledge
Read the amazing story of lasting friendships created when
American volunteers with many skills got together with
people of Kazakhstan for a festival.




awning rays frolicked
through nearby moun-
tain passes, bathing
Alma-Ata airport in
streaks of magenta
and gold. The sun-
light splashed Amer-
ican and Kazakh
faces, highlighting a
tear as ittraced anoth-
er’s path down a flushed cheek. An Amer-
ican woman clutched a single flower, a
parting gift from her new Kazakh friend.
A white jet brandishing “Aeroflot” on
the side waited to whisk the American
team away from Kazakhstan, second
largest of the Soviet Union’s republics.
The Americans had come to make friends,
to see how they could help and to share
their faith. Now they were going home.
Time had run out on the first Kazakh-
American Cultural Festival.

Representatives of the Kazakhstan gov-
ernment welcome the American team
at the Alma-Ata airport, exchanging
greetings with Stan Smith (l). Smith
represented the Baptist Convention of
Pennsylvania-South Jersey, sponsor of
the first Kazakh-American Cultural Fes-
tival—its official logo is shown above—
with the Central Asian Foundation and
Kazakhstan’s Golden Apple Founda-
tion. The two-week festival drew 330
Americans and more than 100,000
Kazakh participants around the theme
“From Trust to Cooperation in Culture,
Linguistics and Economy.”
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