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Religious freedom, or the lack of it, has emerged as
one of the major challenges to human rights in the
early 21 century.

International developments including intra-state
conflict, state-sponsored repression and terrorism
have increased as drivers for religious intolerance
across the world and particularly in territories
affected by the conflicts that have intensified in
recent years. In an increasingly interdependent
world, the transnational links between religious
communities and diasporas allows hostilities from
conflicts in one part of the world to increase tensions
in other lands.

These events have infused momentum for the
protection and promotion of the rights of freedom of
religion or belief, including for those of no faith.

Whilst religious diversity is being denuded from
some parts of the planet, it is growing in other parts
of the world, including Europe and North America.
Tensions between religious minorities and host
communities are posing questions of what model any
given society should pursue towards greater social
cohesion and integration.

This seminar will examine assumptions underpinning
the concept of freedom of religion or belief and
identify barriers to the full acceptance of this right at
the level of a universal value. Throughout the event,
innovative ideas that equip business communities
with tools, which have the potential to enhance
awareness and to support religious freedom will be
shared.

The seminar aims to offer a contribution to the wider
discourse on freedom of religion or belief, and how
this relates to economic prosperity.
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